PDN September 20, 2021_Layout 1 9/21/2021 6:39 AM Page 1 C3 


WEEKLY NEWS 


MISSISSAUGA | BRAMPTON | CALEDON 


Sep. 20, 2021 - Election Special 


PDN September 20, 2021_Layout 1 9/21/2021 6:39 AM Page 2 C3 


IF Region of Pee! 


EAST GARAFRAXA e 
Working for you 
| es 
ERIN 
9 
u 
Dufferin--Caledon. SS 
b Bil Sm, 
oe z “Se 
ii qa | 2 
(——— me, 
| s “he 
| erent Ne aad 
i i i P 
oa bola i 
ae eee o - j 
. : ty 
Pe ) ExtTON ( sa 
ate Z| y & 
= f 
fe) 
5 é 
=| ~~ © 
bee | : ( Bi von, ae & : 
Wy y) 4 a \ y, { y i 
wy | is & | & & é a, 
| | ss 
2 ae | / } ~, Ss y 
H BS : & 
Ne, 
i ae # : . Pb 
| SS Of ies 
v a LoS” 
<n) ] iow iS int A 
: + “Ses i 
eee oT ve il S a 
ee Same qk Me Ty SS 
u \\ i 
: “enw 


mse 


1S S AalL GASP c FEDERAL ELECTORAL 
DISTRICTS (FED) 


Legend 


_. Mississaug; 
aM 
vod 


ja--Streetsvil R | 
} A, i i 


Local Road 
=F Regional Road 
Provincial Highway 


=F 5 g Sf 
vars ven apices ee ona Freeway 
i —— Rail Line 
i Municipal Boundary 
ts «== Regional Boundary 
: ©) Lake/River 


ea) Conservation Area or Provincial Park 
© Settlement (Existing and Historical) 
___ Rural Service Centre Boundary 


[C_] Federal Electoral District (2008) 


SCALE: 1:50,000 
IPAKEIONTAGIO) 8 


OAKVILLE 


9 10Kilometres 


‘The information displayed on this map has been compiled from various 3 
i 10 depict the 


4 5 Miles 


Produced by Region of Pee! Environment, Transportation & Planning Services, March 2009. 
KAETPSPlaming PARPPR Satur FeserieFederal sectoral Dsbts. $0000: 


PDN September 20, 2021_Layout 1 9/21/2021 6:40 AM Page 3 C3 


Preliminary Results 


National 

Party ii 7) Number of votes i) 

Animal Protection Party 0 0.0 % 2,441 0.0 % 
Bloc Québécois 34 10.1 % 1,238,696 7.8% 
Centrist 0 0.0 % 632 0.0 % 
CFF - Canada’s Fourth Front it) 0.0 % 120 0.0 % 
Christian Heritage Party 0 0.0 % 8,698 0.0 % 
Communist 0 0.0 % 4,490 0.0 % 
Conservative 119 35.2 % 5,431,809 34.0 % 
Free Party Canada 0 0.0 % 46,024 0.3 % 
Green Party 2 0.6 % 371,048 2.3 % 
Independent 0 0.0 % 24,784 0.2 % 
Liberal 158 46.8 % 9,155,517 32.2 % 
Libertarian 0 0.0 % 4,666 0.0 % 
Marijuana Party 0 0.0 % 1,961 0.0 % 
Marxist-Leninist 0 0.0 % 4,651 0.0 % 
Maverick Party 0 0.0 % 33,821 0.2 % 
National Citizens Alliance it) 0.0 % 493 0.0 % 
Nationalist 0 0.0 % 52 0.0 % 
NDP-New Democratic Party 25 7.4% 2,831,110 17.7% 
No Affiliation 0 0.0 % 6,589 0.0 % 
Parti Patriote 0 0.0 % 241 0.0 % 
Parti Rhinocéros Party 0 0.0 % 5,949 0.0 % 
People's Party - PPC 0 0.0 % 814,506 5.1% 
Pour I'Indépendance du Québec 0 0.0 % 2,821 0.0 % 
vcPp 0 0.0 % 1,194 0.0 % 


Total: 


2,313 
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The election where everything’s made up and the points 
don’t matter 


Here comes the 
new boss. Same as 
the old boss. 

There has been a 
lot of partisan spin 
breathlessly raised 
online and by media 
outlets to cover for 
the fact that the sum 
total of Monday 
night's election can 
be boiled down to a 
handful of seats 
changing hands and 
the status quo re- 
maining largely un- 
changed. 

Regardless of 
which side of the 
aisle you fall on or 
which leader you 
support, spending 
$600 million to re- 
arrange the deck 
chairs is not a sensi- 
ble investment. Nei- 
ther was the political 
spin that made the 
health status of hun- 
dreds of thousands 
of people in this 
country an election 
issue. 

Even with the ap- 
parent rationale that 
the funds being used 
for this election were 
a form of "stimulus" 


paid to election 
workers -- one has to 
wonder why this ar- 
gument wasn't fol- 
lowed up with by 
asking what hap- 
pened to the tens of 
billions paid out 
through CERB and 
similar support serv- 
ices that are being 
banked in fear of a 
softening economy -- 
this was an election 
that relied on fear, 
confusion and dou- 
ble-standards to sell 
a party vision that, 
ultimately, didn't at- 
tract enough people 
to make a demon- 
strable difference. If 
anything, it may 
have secured more 
voters against them, 
as the Conservatives 
won the popular vote 
by nearly 400,000. 

In Peel, the names 
stayed exactly the 
same -- controversy 
over a election rally 
in Brampton _al- 
legedly not respect- 
ing distancing 
guidelines _ didn't 
change the party's 
fortunes. 

Besides a close race 
in Mississauga- 


Lakeshore between 
incumbent Sven 
Spengemann and 


challenger Michael 


Ras (a race Spenge- 
mann ultimately 
won), the Liberals 
cruised to easy victo- 
ries in all Brampton 
and Mississauga rid- 
ings, while Kyle See- 
back held onto his 
Dufferin-Caledon 
seat for the Conser- 
vatives. 

Justin Trudeau 
once again has a mi- 
nority government, 
with a virtually-un- 
changed number of 
seats. Perhaps he 
thought that drain- 
ing the NDP's war 
chest and distracting 
everyone for a few 
weeks was worth the 
price tag? 

I can't see how this 
is amonumental vic- 
tory for his party -- 
short of kicking the 
can down the road to 
the next election (to 
either 2023 or 2025), 
what was the end 
benefit to his party? 

The party is still 
impressively bipolar 
when it comes to 
dealing with scan- 
dals -- in two of those 
cases, the Liberals 
sacrificed said candi- 
dates (Raj Saini in 
Kitchener Centre 
and Kevin Vuong in 
Spadina - Fort York) 
over allegations, to 


say nothing of the 
scandals that con- 


tinue to dog Trudeau 
himself, including 
more “blackface” 


photos dug out just 
in time for the final 
day of the campaign. 

Erin O'Toole had a 
thankless job, and 
somehow managed 
to keep his party 
running unchanged 
(even if some pro- 
jected candidates 
didn't pan out the 
way he wanted) in 
the face of polls that 
gave a high chance 
for a majority to the 
Liberals. 

It's even money 
whether he stays on 
or is ousted by the 
party, but I wouldn't 
be surprised if Con- 
servative insiders 
have looked at the 
performance of the 
People's Party and 
want to push the 
Cons further to the 
right to recapture 
them. 

The NDP, despite 
not even bothering to 
parachute —_candi- 
dates into half of its 
Peel ridings until 
after the deadline, 
did well enough to 
keep its "kingmaker" 
role, with a couple 
new seats picked up. 


In all likelihood, they 
will continue to in- 
fluence a large num- 
ber of decisions 
going forward, and 
their adoption of the 
affordable housing 
platform was ad- 
mirable, even if they 
were the only ones 
(barring a few spo- 
radic references from 
the Conservatives) to 
champion it. 

Jagmeet Singh 
should focus the 
coming term on pro- 
moting himself, his 
vision, not relying on 
Trudeau’s gaffes to 
sell his talking 
points. 

The biggest sur- 
prise was the wild 
card known as the 
People's Party, which 
somehow amassed 
more than 5.1 per 
cent of the vote 
(more than 800,000 
votes) -- triple its 
vote count two years 
ago, and now quali- 
fying them for fed- 
eral funding -- 
despite not picking 
up any seats and its 
leader losing his rid- 
ing. 

This campaign was 
marked by ugly be- 
haviour on many 
sides -- scandal upon 
scandal, overzealous 


news coverage (see 
CBC  disrespecting 
Green Party leader 
Annamie Paul on 
election night by 
loudly talking about 
how she may be 
ousted from _ the 
party, in the middle 
of her campaign 
speech!) and an elec- 
tion climate that has 
pitted groups of peo- 
ple against each 
other via COVID-19 
restrictions, many of 
which were tossed 
out the window for 
one day only to pro- 
tect civil liberties at 
the voting booth. 

Going forward, it 
will be interesting to 
see how Peel and 
other regions deal 
with the status quo. 

In the face of a 
deficit that continues 
to mount and no end 
to the spending spree 
in sight, will Peel Re- 
gion have many of its 
federal requests 
met? 

Will our parties put 
their grievances 
aside to focus on 
long-term solutions 
to combat the ongo- 
ing COVID-19 pan- 
demic? 

Your guess is as 
good as ours. 


Full List of 2021 Federal Election Winners in Peel Region 


(Brampton) 


Brampton Centre: Shafqat Ali (Liberal) 
Brampton East: Maninder Sidhu (Liberal) 
Brampton North: Ruby Sahota (Liberal) 
Brampton South: Sonia Sidhu (Liberal) 
Brampton West: Kamal Khera (Liberal) 


(Dufferin-Caledon) 


Kyle Seeback (Conservative) 


(Mississauga) 


(Liberal) 


Mississauga-Centre: Omar Alghabra (Liberal) 
Mississauga East-Cooksville: Peter Fonseca (Liberal) 
Mississauga-Erin Mills: Iqra Khalid (Liberal) 
Mississauga-Lakeshore: Sven Spengemann (Liberal) 
Mississauga-Malton: Iqwinder Singh Gaheer 


Mississauga-Streetsville: Rechie Valdez (Liberal) 


" 
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Peel Region highlights its priorities for the 2021 election 


Leading up to 
the 2021 federal 
election, the Re- 
gion of Peel has 
identified key 
priorities that 
require contin- 
ued and addi- 
tional attention 
from the next 
federal govern- 
ment to support 
the needs of 
Peel’s 1.5 million 
residents and 
735,600 _ busi- 
nesses. 

As one of the 
hardest hit mu- 
nicipalities im- 
pacted by the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic, the Re- 
gion said last 
week that it con- 
tinues to seek 
additional sup- 
ports for its 
COVID-19 _ re- 
sponse, such as 
Safe Restart 
funding. 

As attention 
begins to turn to 
recovery efforts, 
and with Peel’s 
population and 
employment ex- 


pected to grow 


to approxi- 
mately two mil- 
lion residents 
and 970,000 


jobs by 2041, the 
Region does not 
have the finan- 
cial resources to 
maintain and 
build the neces- 
sary infrastruc- 
ture and provide 
the appropriate 
level of services 
to support Peel’s 
growth. 

“Our collective 
response to the 
challenges of the 
past year have 
demonstrated 
the importance 
of all levels of 
government 
working and col- 
laborating — to- 
gether. With the 
Region increas- 
ingly doing 
‘more with less’, 
we are commit- 
ted to working 
with the next 
federal govern- 
ment to meet the 
needs of Peel’s 
residents and 


ee 


wa 
‘ Pe 


businesses,” said 
Nando Iannicca, 
Chair, Region of 
Peel. 

The Region has 
identified op- 
portunities to 


work with the 
next federal gov- 
ernment to help 


Pp, TY} mY 
Ae 


address _ chal- 
lenges related to 
Peel’s  popula- 
tion and em- 
ployment 
growth, includ- 
ing several key 
priorities, in- 
cluding _Infra- 
SLrweture 


—o- 


Funding, a 
Green Recovery, 
Sustainable 
Transportation 
and Vision Zero, 
Child Care, Af- 
fordable Hous- 
ing and 
Long-Term Care 

More informa- 


eS ee ae 
aR an ge ee 


tion on the Re- 
gion of Peel’s 
2021 ~—s Federal 
Election Priori- 
ties can be found 
on the Region’s 
Advocacy web- 
page (peelre- 
ee 
VJ 


Pen September 20, 2021 Layout 1 9/21/2021 6:40 AM Page 6 


—e— 


" Opinion _ Sep. 20, 2021 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | SPECIAL 6 


A conversation on affordable housing and homelessness 


by Dagma Koyi, R.E.S.T. Centre 


With the federal 
election cycle wind- 
ing to a close, it is 
time for one last 
necessary conversa- 
tion on the impor- 
tance of addressing 
the staggering rise of 
housing unafford- 
ability in Canada 
and its effect on 
youth homelessness. 

There are not 
enough affordable 
and accessible hous- 
ing options for over 
a million Canadians. 
As a result, most ei- 
ther have to barely 
make ends meet 
month to month or 
face the reality of 
homelessness. 

Canada has _ be- 
come one of the 
most expensive 
housing markets 
globally, with the 
costs affecting the 
youngest and poor- 
est of Canadians. 

The non-profit or- 
ganization I repre- 
sent, Restoration 
and Empowerment 
for Social Transition 


(R.E.S.T.) Centres, 
deal with youth that 
has been forced to 
deal with homeless- 
ness or to be at-risk 


of homelessness 
through one circum- 
stance or another. 

Through support 
programs, we aim to 
give these at-risk 

outh a chance to 

ave a safe environ- 
ment that they can 
call home while also 
being able to afford 
to continue their ed- 
ucation and having 
grocery cards to buy 
essential food. 

We at R.E.S.T. 
have seen and expe- 
rienced the effects of 
unaffordable hous- 
ing first-hand, youth 
being forced to drop 
out of high school to 
live a life of going 
from paycheck to 
paycheck to afford 
to have a place to 
stay, landlords tak- 
ing advantage of the 
young age groups 
desperate for hous- 
ing and _ offering 
spaces with unac- 
ceptable conditions 
for high prices. 

These individuals 
have to remain in 
toxic living environ- 
ments to have a roof 
over their heads — 
and much more. 

No person in a 


first-world country 
should have to 
choose between 
housing, education 
and food, but more 
and more, we see 
homeless rates in- 
crease each passing 
year with the rising 
rental costs. 

While the average 
Canadian might not 
see many homeless 
people out on the 
streets, “hidden” 
homelessness exists. 

People have to 
temporarily stay 
with friends or dis- 
tant family mem- 


Peel 


bers because they 
have nowhere else 


to 0. 

There has _ also 
been an increase in 
youth shelter cen- 
tres, especially in 
Toronto, that youth 
have come to de- 
pend on as a source 
of housing. 

A myth that needs 
to be debunked is 
the misguided idea 
that emergency 
shelter services can 
be a permanent so- 
lution in their lives. 
Many youths who 


shelter services only 
receive temporary 
housing, requiring 
specific and long- 
term support. 

The lack of afford- 
able housing has re- 
quired these youth 
to decide between 
having a place or 
going hungry. While 
our organization 
and other non-profit 
organizations — like 
ours have taken 
steps to give the 
support that at-risk 
youth need, there is 
a lot more than our 
government can do. 
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This upcoming 
federal election, we 
urge you to consider 
campaigns like Vote 
Housing that are 
bringing the conver- 
sation of affordable 
housing to the fore- 
front. 

Use your vote and 
your voice to help us 
making housing af- 
fordable in’ our 
country again and 
help our cause to 
end homelessness 
with our youth once 
and for all. 


and or GALL 80571 


www.bgcpeel.org 


—o- 
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TECH 
COLLECT 
DRIVE 


10150 The Gore Road, Brampton 


20 Loafers Lake Lane, Brampton 


*COVID-19 physical distancing and safety protocols will be in effect 


Let's Get Together, Brampton Library What's accepted: 


and LGTTech4All Youth, want to collect * Laptops - PC & Mac parts, cables 
your used, broken and unwanted ¢ Desktops and monitors - PC & Mac parts 


computers. They will be safely recycled e Consumer Electronics - gaming consoles, 


; iPods, mp3 players, stereo equipment 
or refurbished and circulated backto Handheld devices - smartphones, cell 


the Peel Region community. phones, tablets, digital cameras 

e Printers - Inkjet & laserjet, plotters, 
copiers, scanners, fax machines 

e Peripherals - keyboards, mice, USB sticks, 
external storage devices, CD/DVD ROMs, 
cards, laptop bags, webcams, accessories 

¢ Home and business phones 

¢ Household items of 35/bs or less 


Help us bridge the digital divide! 
Together we can make a difference! 


Questions? Contact info@letsgettogether.ca 


letsgettogether.ca/tech-collect-drive 


#JEUNESENACTION 


MISSISSAUGA | BRAMPTON | CALEDON 


LET'S GET TOGETHER 


e © Brampton a #RISINGYOUTH O TakingITGlobal 
> ¢ » Library ‘. * iii —— INSPIRER INFORMER ENGAGER 
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN BRAMPTON 


ion COKE CANADA’S FOOD DRIVE 
FOR KNIGHTS TABLE CY 


Help Coke Canada Bottling celebrate our 20th anniversary as part 
of the Brampton community by contributing to our food drive! 


We hope to collect 20,000 Ibs of food for Knights Table. 
Your donation can make an impact! 


Knight’s Table has 38% of all meals 
seen an increase served at Knight’s 


of 126% in meals 
served since the 
beginning of 


Table are for 
children ages 11 
and under 


2020 


Knights 


shies 


Helping To Alleviate Hunger In Peel Region 


